


INTRODUCTION: THE CULTURAL TOUR

In the town of Oudenbosch, the religious past is on 
prominent display. The basilica and the arboretum 
are striking examples. This fascinating collection of 
architecture, monuments and history has been linked 
together in a walking route called the Pearl Path. A true 
must-see! This route will lead you past some of the most 
iconic sites in the historic centre of Oudenbosch, in about 
an hour to an hour and a half.

In 2017, we started working on a second ‘path’. One that 
connects monuments from an industrial and commercial 
perspective. Oudenbosch is rich in monuments, but many 
of the fascinating stories behind the town’s heritage are 
still largely unknown to its visitors. 

This second tour, the one that now lies before you, tells 
a fascinating story of the local families of Oudenbosch, 
their history and the history of their homes and other 
properties.

The Cultural Tour was created in collaboration with Mark 
Buijs, an active resident of Oudenbosch.





1. Stationsstraat 7 – Station

In 1852, a private company from Belgium, called the 
Société Anonyme des Chemins de fers d’Anvers 
á Rotterdam, started the construction of a railway 
connecting Antwerp, Moerdijk and the ferry service to 
Rotterdam. As part of this project, Oudenbosch got its 
own train station, designed in Belgian style, which opened 
on October 20th 1854. 

The new railway connection proved to be of great 
significance to the town’s development. It wasn’t long 
before new entrepreneurs, including many horticulturists, 
settled in the area surrounding the station. The station 
was also invaluable to the development of the boarding 
schools. Among the many passengers were the Papal 
Zouaves, travelling to Rome in 1864-1870, and Vincent van 
Gogh in 1877. On his way to Zundert, Van Gogh got off 
the train in Oudenbosch to continue his journey by foot, 
strolling southwards on the dark roads and paths leading 
trough the moors. In 1885, ownership of the railway was 
transferred from the Belgians to the Dutch state. The 
station’s current appearance dates from 1880, when it was 
extended and plastered white. 

The Oudenbosch station is the second oldest station in 
the Netherlands still in use today. It’s predated by the 
station of Valkenburg, albeit by one year only.

STARTINGPOINT

Source reference: Photo collection West-Brabants Archief





3. Fenkelstraat 26

This impressive mansion dates from 1562, but has since been 
altered several times. The building was used for religious 
services of the protestant Reformed Church from the Twelve 
Years’ Truce between the Spanish and Dutch (1609) until the 
Peace of Munster (1648), which coincided with the Truce of 
Westphalia and brought an end to the Dutch Revolt (with Spain 
recognising the Dutch Republic).
In 1648, members of the Reformed Church took over the Roman-
Catholic church and presbytery. In 1750, the house became 
the property of the Bernardus Abbey and was converted to the 
residence of the vicar. 

In 1798, all possessions of the Abbey were confiscated by the 
state. As a consequence, the vicar and residing chaplains were 
violently forced to abandon the building in 1804. Eventually, the 
old church and presbytery were returned to the Catholics, while 
the mansion was returned to the Reformed congregation, thus 
restoring the original situation. In 1809, king Louis Napoleon 
payed a visit to Oudenbosch, during which he donated a sum of 
money that was used to construct a new church building in the 
adjoining garden in 1819.

FENKELSTRAAT

Source reference: Heemkundige Kring Br. Christofoor



4. Lourdesgrot Jezuïetenplein 33 (Garden Tivoli)

In 1858, Bernadette Soubiros saw a vision of a lady 
dressed in white, while collecting fire wood along the 
banks of the river Gave, near the town of Lourdes in 
Southern France. The mysterious lady visited Bernadette 
on, in total, 18 separate occasions, identifying herself 
as the Virgin Mary. Soon, others started to accompany 
Bernadette on her visits to the Lourdes cave. Lourdes 
rapidly gained fame as a popular destination of pilgrimage 
within the Catholic faith. But not everyone could afford 
the trip to France. In order for these people to experience 
the ‘Lourdes feeling’ at home, many Lourdes ‘caves’ were 
constructed throughout Europe. In 1908, 50 years after 
the apparition at Lourdes, the Jesuits of Oudenbosch built 
one beside a small pond in the garden of their monastery. 
Since such grottos are becoming increasingly rare, and 
because of its prominent location, this particular grotto 
has been recognised as a national monument and is 
therefore protected.

JEZUÏTENPLEIN

Source reference: Photo collection Jezuïeten in Nijmegen



5. Kaaistraat 2

The town’s harbour has always been home  to 
inns, coffeehouses, pubs and cafés. The various 
establishments around Oudenbosch had names like ‘het 
Rotterdamsch Veerhuis’ (the Rotterdam Ferry House) 
and ‘Stad Antwerpen’ (City of Antwerp), alluding to the 
destinations called upon from Oudenbosch. The café 
owned by the Nuijten family got its current form in the 
second half of the 19th century. On the 30th of January 
1929 ownership was transferred to Adrianus Nuijten and 
Johanna Sep. Their son Cornelus Nuijten and his wife 
Adriana Vergouwen continued the family business from 
the 3rd of November 1958. The building is listed as a local 
monument.

KAAISTRAAT

Source reference: Familie Nuijten, Photo collection Heemkundige 
Kring Br. Christofoor



6. Kaaistraat – Scheepswerf

The open space in the harbour betrays where the 
location of the former dockyard used to be. For centuries, 
Oudenbosch had its own bustling harbour, fitted with all 
necessities. These included  facilities for the transfer 
of cargo and maintenance of equipment. The nets of 
fishermen were repaired (an activity called ‘boeten’) and 
ships were either repaired or built. Near the ‘Turfhoofd’ 
(on the other side of the harbour) one could find the so 
called ‘ropewalk’, a long building where strands were laid 
out and twisted for the production of ropes; an important 
commodity in the shipping industry. 

KAAISTRAAT

Source reference: Photo collection Heemkundige Kring Br.  
Christofoor



7. Kade 6

This former residence of Pieter Daverveldt, dating 
from 1895, was built following a design by Van Genk, 
an architect from the nearby town of Bergen op Zoom. 
Daverveldt was the owner of sugar factory Daverveldt, 
Binck & Co, located near the harbour of Oudenbosch. 
The ornamentation framing the door is shaped in the 
form of sugar beets and beet leaves, and serves as a 
subtle reference to the occupation of the building’s first 
inhabitant. The spacious villa was lavishly furnished 
and boasted an impressive hallway with stairs and large 
rooms. In 1964, the  building was converted into a shop 
with an overhead apartment. In 1998, the building was 
demolished. The beautiful facade, however, was preserved 
and restored to its original state.

KADE

Source reference: Photo collection West-Brabants Archief



8. Kade 18

This mansion, dating from 1894, was designed and 
commissioned by architect Johannes H.P. Speet. Speet, 
who was born in Leiden in 1856, was raised by his uncle 
Petrus J. Soffers, an architect in the town of Ginneken. 
Among the buildings designed by Speet are the Chapel 
of St. Anna from 1889 and several houses, some of 
which are flanking the Bosschendijk. Many of Speet’s 
designs sport the dented ornamental frames that are so 
characteristic of his personal style. From 1919 onwards, 
the house was inhabited by a succession of notaries. They 
were responsible for several additions, including an office 
on the right side. The building is protected under the 
National Monuments Act. 

KADE

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs



9. Kade - Vismarkt

For a long time, Oudenbosch had its own modest fish 
auction. It consisted of a stone counter where fishermen 
sold their catch. Over the course of its existence, the 
counter was relocated several times but eventually it 
disappeared. The most attractive side of the structure was 
near the stairs of the lock’s exit. Here, the fish auction area 
was enclosed by a decorative fence.

KADE

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs



10. Kade -Sluisje

In 1300, the Cistercians of the Abbey of St. Bernardus 
constructed the Oudenbosch harbour. An existing 
waterway was canalised and dykes were raised on both 
sides. At the end of the canal, a winding hole was created 
so ships could turn, and a lock to separate fresh water 
from seawater streams. For centuries, the lock played a 
significant role and it was thus modernised multiple times. 
In the 18th century, it was replaced by a stone lock which 
has been used until about 1970. The lock was located 
under the ‘sluisvaart’ (lock passage) or Brede Gang (broad 
corridor) between ‘de Kade’ (quay) and the West-Vaardeke 
street. 

KADE

Source reference: Photo collection Stadsarchief Breda



11. Kade 25

This building was constructed during the first half of the 
nineteenth century as a simple cottage near the harbour. 
The cottage was built using traditional ‘ijsselsteentjes’, 
bricks made from clay found near the IJssel river. The 
elaborately decorated windows and the decorative door 
frame immediately catch the eye. The upper part of the 
windows has been rounded off and adorned with a fan 
shaped motif. This is characteristic of the so-called 
Empire style that was in fashion in the first half of the 
nineteenth century. There used to be several mansions in 
this style in Oudenbosch, with similar windows and doors. 
However, due to demolition projects and refurbishments 
most of these mansions have either disappeared or 
lost their original ornamentation, making Kade 25 the 
last remaining representative of the Empire style in 
Oudenbosch. The cottage still contains an authentic box-
bed and mantelpiece.

KADE

Source reference: Photo collection Stadsarchief Breda



12. Kade 15

If we are to believe the number-shaped cramp-irons, 
this house dates from 1650. For centuries, merchants 
and entrepreneurs plied their trade from this building. 
The large entrance gate, the lift hatches in the side wall 
and the annex at the back, bordering West-Vaardeke 60, 
serve as reminders of these activities. In 1864, a brewery 
opened in the annex, which would be in use until 1948. 
The last brewers,  the Van den Eijnden family, continued to 
live here until 1987. As a result, people still often refer to 
the building as the ‘brewers’ house’, despite it having lost 
that function. The house is listed as a national monument.

KADE

Source reference: Photocollection Erven Van Aalst



13. Lourdesgrot Marialaan (former garden St Anna) 

In 1858, Bernadette Soubiros saw a vision of a lady 
dressed in white, while collecting fire wood along the 
banks of the river Gave, near the town of Lourdes in 
Southern France. The mysterious lady visited Bernadette 
on, in total, 18 separate occasions, identifying herself 
as the Virgin Mary. Soon, others started to accompany 
Bernadette on her visits to the Lourdes cave. Lourdes 
rapidly gained fame as a popular destination of pilgrimage 
within the Catholic faith. But not everyone could afford 
the trip to France. In order for these people to experience 
the ‘Lourdes feeling’ at home, many Lourdes ‘caves’ were 
constructed throughout Europe. Somewhere around 1900, 
the sisters of St. Anna built their own grotto in their garden 
Alverno. The grotto didn’t just play a significant role in 
monastic life, but also in the religious education of the 
students of the St Anna boarding school. 

MARIALAAN

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs



14. Markt 37 

This house originally dates from around 1635. Somewhere 
during the early nineteenth century, a bakery was 
established in the building. In 1891, the business was 
taken over by the now well-known P. Buijs. He transformed 
the bakery into a modern luxury confectionery. The 
most famous product of the company are the so-called 
‘negerzoenen’, which were produced in large quantities 
from 1920 onwards. In 1920, the business was expanded 
with a factory in the Lollestraat, which soon became the 
main production location. The bakery shop was in use 
until 1961, when the building was converted into a private 
residence after a design of architect Jef Keij. Part of the 
old bakery behind the house is preserved and still looks as 
it did in 1914. 

MARKT

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs



15. Markt 35 

This building was already in use as a lodging house in 
the nineteenth century, and known as ‘De Kroon’ (The 
Crown). Its prominent location, next to the town hall and 
opposite St. Louis, made this an important meeting place 
for both the inhabitants of Oudenbosch and travellers. In 
1902, hotelier Louis Couwenbergh ordered the placement 
of a completely new facade. The facade was designed 
by architect Dolf van Engelen in a style that made heavy 
use of bricks and elements from Art Nouveau, as was 
fashionable at the time. Since then, the building has been 
altered and expanded several times. Inside, a monumental 
fireplace dating from 1902, can still be found. The building 
is listed as a local monument.

MARKT

Source reference: Photo collection Erven Van Aalst



16. Markt 42 

The post office was built in 1898, after a design by Daniel 
Eduard Cornelis Knuttel, then Chief Government Architect 
of the Netherlands. It replaced an earlier post office that 
was located in an old manor at the exact same spot. 
Knuttel designed an interesting building influenced by both 
the chalet style and Art Nouveau. Characteristic of these 
styles are the whitewashed walls with horizontal lines and 
the richly decorated overhangs around the roof. Along the 
edge of the roof, a so called ‘crête’, a decorative ceramic 
frame, has been attached. The building contained both 
a public part, with counters and offices, and an official 
residence for the director. The post office was in use until 
the early twentieth century. Nowadays, it houses private 
apartments. 

MARKT

Source reference: Photo collection Heemkundige Kring Br. 
Christofoor



17. Markt 45 

This impressive manor, the Rectorate of St. Louis, was 
constructed in 1905 as a residence for the rector and a 
few chaplains. The rector was a priest responsible for the 
spiritual care of the congregation of brothers and students 
of the local boarding school. The current building replaced 
an earlier manor that used to be the residence of the 
‘drossaard’ ( a high government official) of Oudenbosch 
in the eighteenth century. The Rectorate was built like a 
large house with a majestic  central corridor, staircase, 
rooms ‘en suite’ and several other large rooms. The rector 
had easy access to St. Louis trough a gate opposite 
the building. The names Rector Gate and Rector’s Path 
date from this period. Around 1980, the municipality of 
Oudenbosch used the Rectorate as a space for offices. 
Later on, the building retrieved its residential status. The 
building is protected as a national monument.

MARKT

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs



18. Prof. Van Ginnekenstraat 9

In 1877, linguist Jacobus (Jac.) Van Ginneken was born 
in a house that was part of his father’s brewery at the 
Varkensmarkt. At the age of three, Jac. and his family 
moved to a large mansion with a garden and several 
outbuildings, located in a street that would later be named 
after him. The family continued to live here till Jac.’s 
mother passed away in 1921. In 1895, Van Ginneken 
joined the Jesuits in Oudenbosch, where he studied the 
Dutch language, becoming the first professor of Dutch 
literature and language at the University of Nijmegen in 
1923. During his life, Van Ginneken, fed by his curiosity 
and zeal, was particularly productive. The building is 
protected as a national monument.

PROF. VAN GINNEKENSTRAAT

Source reference: Photo collection West-Brabants Archief



19. Rivièrelaan 1 – 7

Villa Sancta Maria was built between 1870 and 1873. 
It was commissioned by sugar manufacturer Jean 
Gustave Rivière de Verninas (1838-1901) and designed 
by Christiaan Geerts, an architect from Oudenbosch. 
Rivière de Verninas was originally born in Bordeaux, but 
relocated his activities to Oudenbosch in 1862. Here, 
in cooperation with his business partner Sebastiaan 
A.C. Dudok van Heel from Amsterdam, he founded the 
‘Nederlandse Beetwortelsuikerfabriek (Dutch Beetroot 
Sugar Factory) N.V. De Mark’ located at the harbour. 
The style of the villa is eclectic, while the garden is laid 
out in English landscape style, creating the atmosphere 
of a stately country estate. Sancta Maria changed 
owners multiple times, to eventually be acquired by the 
brothers of St Louis. The brothers used it as the official 
residence of their general superior, the ‘Generalaat’. On 
the adjoining lot, the Noviciaat and the Juvenaat were 
founded (preparatory institutions for future members 
of the monastic community). In 1987, the municipality 
of Oudenbosch obtained the complex and converted 
all the outbuildings into apartments. Part of the garden 
was sacrificed to make room for housing development. 
The central villa was restored to its former glory by the 
Koopmans-Buijs family.

RIVIÈRELAAN

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs





21. Ste. Bernaertsstraat 2-4

This combination of a shop with apartment (nr. 2) and 
a private home (nr. 4) was commissioned in 1908 by 
Andries Willemse, to serve as a double house with a 
painter’s workshop. The structure was completed in 1908, 
as can be deduced from the central gable stone at the 
top of the facade. Willemse was one of the painters from 
Oudenbosch involved in the faux marbling of the Basilica. 
Both buildings contain elements from the Art Nouveau 
style. The facades have been adorned with many minute 
details and ornamental brickwork. The hip roof has been 
covered with ‘kruispannen’ (cross tiles). The shop front, 
as well as the interior, are completely authentic. After 
a long period of dilapidation, the building was carefully 
restored to its former state in 1991. It has great cultural 
and historical value as a witness of the social-economic 
development of Oudenbosch. 

STE. BERNAERTSSTRAAT

Source reference: Photo collection Erven van Aalst



22. Ste. Bernaertsstraat 6

This mansion with coach house was built in 1880 for Henri 
Berends, then mayor of Oudenbosch. It was designed 
by architect Petrus J. van Genk. The house was built in 
the eclectic style that was popular in the second half of 
the 19th century, and in which elements from different 
architectural styles were combined. Characteristic 
elements in this house are the refined ornaments, the 
centre of the facade with the elevated platform in front of 
the entrance, and the stately balcony. The interior is still 
mostly authentic.

STE. BERNAERTSSTRAAT

Source reference: Photo collection Stadsarchief Breda





24. Ste. Bernaertsstraat 19

The first tree nurseries in Oudenbosch were founded on 
the sandy grounds near the village centre, at the end of the 
18th century. Pioneers in this business were the Looijmans 
and the Van der Bom families. Initially, their companies 
delivered most of their goods to owners of local estates 
and local farmers. Over time, however, their businesses 
flourished as their export increased. The family Van der Bom 
was particularly successful in the United States. Business 
went so well that Petrus Antonius van der Bom eventually 
commissioned the building of an impressive mansion located 
right across the Stationsstraat. On the facade the words ‘P.A. 
van der Bom, pépinière, Baumschule, nurseries’ were painted 
in black capitals, so that even travellers from abroad would 
be in no doubt as to what the profession of the building’s 
inhabitant could be. In 1916, the heirs of P.A. van der Bom 
sold the house to baker B.P. Buijs, who had just transferred 
the ownership of his own house and bakery to his son J.J. 
Buijs. In turn, the Buijs family sold the house to the nuns of 
St. Anna in 1964, who turned the building into the base of 
the Pro Afrika movement and the official residence of their 
rector Antonius Gerardus Koopmans, their shepherd. The 
name Herdershof (shepherd’s court) stems from this period. 
For some years now, the building serves residential purposes 
again.

STE. BERNAERTSSTRAAT

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs



25. Ste. Bernaertsstraat 32

The first tree nurseries in Oudenbosch were founded 
on the sandy grounds near the village centre, at the end 
of the 18th century. Pioneers in this business were the 
Looijmans and the Van der Bom families. Initially, their 
companies delivered most of their goods to owners of 
local estates and local farmers. Over time, however, their 
businesses flourished as their export increased. The 
family Van der Bom was particularly successful in the 
United States. The First World War caused the market to 
collapse, but trade soon flourished again. Subsequent 
generations and descendants of the Van der Bom family 
inhabited a host of buildings in Oudenbosch. In 1925, two 
villas were built in the so-called Amsterdam School style. 
These villas flanked the entrance to the nursery and model 
garden.

STE. BERNAERTSSTRAAT

Source reference: Photo collection M.J.J.G. Buijs



26. Ste. Bernaertsstraat 34

The first tree nurseries in Oudenbosch were founded 
on the sandy grounds near the village centre, at the end 
of the 18th century. Pioneers in this business were the 
Looijmans and the Van der Bom families. Initially, their 
companies delivered most of their goods to owners of 
local estates and local farmers. Over time, however, their 
businesses flourished as their export increased. The 
family Van der Bom was particularly successful in the 
United States. The First World War caused the market to 
collapse, but trade soon flourished again. Subsequent 
generations and descendants of the Van der Bom family 
inhabited a host of buildings in Oudenbosch. In 1925, two 
villas were built in the so-called Amsterdam School style. 
These villas flanked the entrance to the nursery and model 
garden.

STE. BERNAERTSSTRAAT

Source reference: Photo collection Erven Van Aalst



27. Turfhoofd - Gasfabriek

In 1859, Oudenbosch was one of the first municipalities 
in Noord-Brabant that got a privately owned gas plant. 
The initiator of the project was mayor Hermanus P. van 
den Dries. The gas, extracted from coal, was used for 
lighting and for powering machines. From 1879 till 1966, 
the gasworks were operated under the supervision of 
the municipality of Oudenbosch. The factory complex 
consisted of multiple buildings, among which were 
a purifier, a boiler house, various offices and the 
characteristic gas reservoirs. Two commemorative stones 
from the original buildings have been preserved, to serve 
as a reminder of this energy source of bygone days. 

TURFHOOFD

Source reference: Photo collection West-Brabants Archief



28. West Vaardeke 60

This building was originally part of the mansion Kade 15. 
Over the course of its existence, it served many purposes; 
e.g. a warehouse, an oil mill and, from 1868 till 1948, a 
brewery called Het Anker. The brewery was founded by the 
Gouverneur family, and then, from 1907, continued by the 
Veraart family. From 1919 until its closure, it was owned 
by the Van den Eijnden family. This last family would run a 
liquor store in this building up until 1983, as a continuation 
of the previous brewery. The building is protected as a 
local monument.

WEST VAARDEKE

Source reference: Photo collection Stadsarchief Breda
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